English Language and Composition Synthesis Prompt

Reading Time:  15 minutes

Suggested Writing Time:  40 minutes

In 2011, Amy Chua published her book, Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother, a memoir about her parenting of her two daughters.  In January of 2011, Chua published an excerpt from her book The Wall Street Journal, under the title, “Why Chinese Mothers are Superior.”  This article set off a debate about what type of parenting style is best for children.

Carefully read / review the following ten sources, including any introductory material.  Then synthesize information from at least three of the sources and incorporate it into a coherent, well-developed essay that identifies the issues surrounding this parental culture clash and takes a clear position on successful parenting.

Make sure that your argument is central; use the sources to illustrate and support your reasoning.  Avoid merely summarizing the sources.  Indicate clearly which sources you are drawing from, whether through direct quotation, paraphrase, or summary.  You may cite sources as Source A, Source B, etc., or by using the author name in parentheses.

Please note:  You were given advance copies of the first seven sources.  The last three are added for today's reading period.
Source A (Chua) Why Chinese Mothers are Superior
Source B (Chua-Rubenfeld)  Why I Love My  Strict Chinese Mom
Source C (Waldman) In Defense of the Guilty, Ambivalent, Preoccupied Western Mom

Source D (Wall Street Journal) The Tiger Mother Responds to Readers
Source E (Leese) A 'Tiger Mother' Rebuttal from across the Ocean 
Source F (Zernike) Retreat of the 'Tiger Mother'
Source G (Wen) The Chinese Mom Controversy
Source H (Warner)  *Attached—No More Mrs. Nice Mom
Source I (Brooks) *Attached—Amy Chu is a Wimp
Source J (Blitt) * Attached Illustration from The New Yorker
